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Summary of Information Provided in the
Aggregate Transmission Service Study (ATSS)
The Aggregate Transmission Service Study (ATSS) process commences with the initiation of an open season.  An open season will be four months in duration.  The open season windows close each year on January 31, May 31 and September 30.  Customers may submit and withdraw requests during the open season without any obligation.   Requests made during a four month window are held until the end of the window.  At the close of an open season, all transmission service requests subject to an Aggregate Facility Study Agreement (AFSA) will be included in the related AFS.  Customers have 15 days to execute AFSAs.  If the Customer elects not to execute the AFSA, the request shall be deemed withdrawn and refused on OASIS.  It is the Customer’s responsibility to ensure that information on their OASIS certificate is updated and accurate.  Any request initially included in the AFS will be included in the billing for the initial study phase even if the request is withdrawn before the study is posted.
(SPP OATT Attachment Z1)
AFS Costs:
· The cost of the first iteration of the AFS shall be determined on a pro-rata basis among the Eligible Customers based on the MW capacity requested.
· The cost of all subsequent iterations shall be determined on a pro-rata basis among the Eligible Customers on a per request basis.
· Cost causers as defined in the SPP OATT will be responsible for the cost of additional iterations of the ATSS.
AFS Components:
· Date Upgrade Needed (DUN):  

The DUN is the earliest date the upgrade is required to be in-service in order to provide the requested transmission service.

(SPP OATT Attachment Z1)

· End of Construction (EOC):  

The EOC is the estimated date the upgrade will be completed and in-service.
· Original Start Date and Stop Date:  
The Original Start Date and Stop Date are the dates requested by the Customer in the initial OASIS request.

· Deferred Start Date and Stop Date:  
In some instances due to lead times for E & C, Network Upgrades may not be available when required to accommodate a request for Transmission Service.  When this occurs, the service may not be able to commence until the completion of the required upgrade.  This new start date is referred to as the Deferred Start Date.  The deferral of service does not change the service length originally reserved, unless the Customer clarifies to SPP that the stop date is fixed based upon preexisting contract end of term stipulations. For example, a five-year service agreement start date delayed one year, the service length will remain five years.  The new stop date of the request is referred to as the Deferred Stop Date.
 (SPP OATT Attachment Z1)
· Start Date and Stop Date with Interim Redispatch (if applicable):  
In some instances due to lead times for E & C, Network Upgrades may not be available when required to accommodate a request for Transmission Service.  When this occurs, the service may not be able to commence until the completion of the required upgrade.  If available, the Customer may request interim redispatch to provide service prior to completion of any allocated network upgrades.  The Transmission Provider will provide redispatch pairs, if available, to relieve the incremental MW impact on the limiting facilities.  This redispatch option will be used to allow the Customer to begin transmission service based on an earlier start date than the deferred start date.
**Note:  Redispatch is only provided on an interim basis as an option to start service closer or equal to the requested start date of the reservation.  Redispatch does not exclude the Customer from paying any costs assigned for the upgrade. 
 (SPP OATT Attachment Z1)
· Point-to-Point Base Rate:  

For Point-to-Point customers, the base rate is the monthly transmission access charge calculated over the requested reservation period.  PTP customers shall be required to pay the higher of the base rate or the monthly revenue requirements associated with the assigned facility upgrades.  

 (SPP OATT Attachment Z1)
· Engineering and Construction (E & C) Cost of Upgrades Allocated to Customer:
This is the cost that would be allocated to Customer 1 if all customers included in the AFS remain through the end of the aggregate study, therefore ensuring that the cost sharing initially determined would remain the same.  The cost is the estimated E & C cost based upon the allocation of costs to all Transmission Customers in the AFS who positively impact facilities by at least 3% TDF subsequently overloaded by the AFS. 
(SPP OATT Attachment Z1)
· Total Engineering and Construction (E & C) Cost of Upgrades Assigned to Customer:  
This is the cost that would be allocated to Customer 1 if all other customers who were sharing the cost of each upgrade assigned to Customer 1 were to withdraw from the aggregate study.  If those customers were to withdraw and the upgrades identified are still needed, Customer 1 would have no cost sharing and would therefore be responsible for the full amount required to complete the upgrades.
· Potential Base Plan Engineering and Construction (E & C) Funding Allowable:  

The potential Base Plan Funding Allowable is contingent upon the Customer meeting each of the conditions for classifying upgrades associated with designated resources as Base Plan Upgrades.  To determine the potential Base Plan Funding Allowable, $180,000/MW is multiplied by the lesser of the planned maximum net dependable capacity (NDC) or the requested capacity.  If the additional capacity of the new or changed Designated Resource plus existing Designated Resources exceeds the 125% resource to load forecast for the year of start of service, the requested resource is not eligible for Base Plan Funding and the full cost of the upgrades is assignable to the Customer.  The Maximum Potential Base Plan Funding Allowable may be less than the potential Base Plan Funding Allowable due to the E & C Cost allocated to the Customer being lower than the potential amount allowable to the Customer.  The Customer is responsible for any assigned upgrade costs in excess of the Potential Base Plan Funding Allowable unless a waiver has been approved by the SPP Board of Directors.  
(SPP OATT Attachment J Section III.B)
Regarding the application of Base Plan Funding for Point-to-Point requests, if the PTP base rate exceeds upgrade revenue requirements without taking into effect the reduction of revenue requirements by potential Base Plan Funding, then the base rate revenue pays back the Transmission Owner for upgrades and no Base Plan Funding is applicable since the access charge must be paid as it is the higher of “OR” pricing.  However, if initially the upgraded revenue requirements without Base Plan Funding exceed the PTP base rate, then Potential Base Plan Funding would be applicable. The test of the higher of “OR” pricing would then be made against the remaining assignable revenue requirements versus PTP base rate.
(SPP OATT Attachment J)
· Total Revenue Requirements for Assigned Upgrades Over Term of Reservation Without Potential Base Plan Funding Allocation:  

If the Customer does not qualify for Base Plan Funding based upon not meeting one or more of the conditions, the total E & C cost will be directly assigned to the Customer.  Revenue requirements are then calculated based on this amount.
· Total Revenue Requirements for Assigned Upgrades Over Term of Reservation With Potential Base Plan Funding Allocation:  

The Total Revenue Requirements with Base Plan Funding is calculated by subtracting the Potential Base Plan E & C Funding Allowable from the E & C Cost of Upgrades Allocated to Customer for Revenue Requirements.  If the remaining amount is $0, the Total Revenue Requirements is also $0 and the assigned costs are fully Base Plan Funded.  If the E & C cost of Upgrades Allocated to Customer for Revenue Requirements is greater than the Potential Base Plan E & C Funding Allowable, the Base Plan Funding Allowable is prorated over each assigned upgrade and the Total Revenue Requirements is then calculated based on the remaining costs assignable for each upgrade.

· Total Cost of Reservation Assignable to Customer Contingent Upon Base Plan Funding:

For Point-to-Point Service, the Customer will be required to pay the higher of the total monthly transmission access charges or the monthly revenue requirement associated with the directly assigned portion of the upgrade.  For Network Service, the Customer will be required to pay the monthly revenue requirement associated with the directly assigned portion of the upgrade, if any, in addition to the total monthly transmission access charges applicable under Schedule 9.

(SPP OATT Attachment Z1)
· Minimum Allocated Available Transmission Capability (ATC) Within Reservation Period:  
Minimum ATC is the portion of the requested capacity that can be accommodated without upgrading facilities.  Annual ATC allocated to the Transmission Customer is determined by the least amount of allocated seasonal ATC within each year of a reservation period.  The Customer will not be assigned any cost for the upgrade; however, the ATC is the maximum amount the Customer will be allowed to receive for the duration of the requested service.
· Engineering and Construction (E & C) Cost of Upgrades Allocated to Customer for Revenue Requirements:  
This amount is the cost that would be allocated to Customer 1 if all customers included in the AFS remain through the end of the aggregate study, therefore ensuring that the cost sharing initially determined would remain the same.  
· Letter of Credit Amount Required: 
The Letter of Credit Amount required is equal to the direct assigned E & C Cost of Upgrades Allocated to Customer minus any allocated E & C Upgrade costs where the Customer is also the Transmission Owner of the facility upgrade.  The allocable portion of upgrades that are funded by either Point-to-Point Base Rate or Base Plan Funding does not require a Letter of Credit. 
· Third-Party Upgrades:  
The Transmission Customer is responsible for any third-party upgrades.  The Transmission Provider will undertake reasonable efforts to assist the Customer in making arrangements for any necessary engineering, permitting and construction of the third-party facilities or for obtaining any regulatory approval for such facilities.  Third-party facility upgrade E & C cost estimates are not utilized to determine the present worth value of levelized revenue requirements for SPP system network upgrades.
(SPP OATT Section 21.1)
· Expansion Plan, Reliability or Construction Pending Projects:  

The requested transmission service may impact facilities that limit the ATC and possible start date of the request but with no costs assigned to the Customer.  These facilities are classified as Expansion Plan, Reliability or Construction Pending projects and are evaluated as part of the SPP Transmission Expansion Plan (STEP) process.  Expansion Plan projects are those approved in the STEP which have been determined to be reliability concerns and are the responsibility of the Transmission Owner.  Reliability projects are those proposed but not yet approved in the STEP which have been determined to be reliability concerns and are the responsibility of the Transmission Owner.  Construction Pending projects are those which are currently under construction or have been committed to be completed by a certain date by previous Customers.  Though there is no cost assigned to the Customer, the requested service will not be allowed to start until these upgrades have been completed or interim redispatch is acquired.  
· Upgrades Assigned to Previous Customers for which Credits Are Due:  
Attachment Z2 provides for facility upgrade cost recovery by stating that “Transmission Customers paying Directly Assigned Upgrade Costs for Service Upgrades associated with new or changed Designated Resources shall receive revenue credits in accordance with Attachment Z2.  Generation Interconnection Customers paying for Network Upgrades shall receive credits for new transmission service using the facility as specified in Attachment Z1.”

(SPP OATT Attachment Z2)
· Redispatch Pairs Table (if applicable):
Relief pairs from the generation shift factors for the incremental and decremental units with a greater than 3% TDF on the limiting constraint were determined from the incremental units with the lowest generation shift factors and decremental units with highest generation shift factors.  If the aggregate redispatch amount for the potential relief pair was determined to be three times greater than the lower of the increment or decrement then the pair was determined not to be feasible and is not included.  If transmission customer would like to see additional relief pairs beyond the relief pairs determined, the transmission customer can request SPP to provide the additional pairs.
At the completion of each iteration of the AFS, the study results will be posted under the Studies link on OASIS.  The Customer will receive email notification and a Letter of Intent (LOI).  The LOI lists options for remaining in the ATSS.  Customers have 15 days to execute LOIs to continue or complete the request for transmission service.  
Letter of Intent:  

The LOI will list options the Customer must choose to clarify their commitment to remain in the ATSS.  The customers are generally given six options in the LOI.
· Option 1:  Remain in the ATSS

The OASIS request remains in study mode through the next phase of the AFS with deferred term of service (if applicable).  Initial cost estimates of network upgrades and other charges necessary for transmission service are detailed in Table 2 and Table 3 of the posting of the applicable AFS.  The estimated monthly revenue requirement or PTP base rate (if applicable) can be determined by dividing the total revenue requirement or PTP base rate listed by the number of months of service requested.
· Option 2:  Remain with Redispatch 

This option is only applicable if the reservation period is deferred and redispatch is available.  The OASIS request remains in study mode through the next phase of the AFS.  The Customer agrees to pursue generation redispatch agreements for interim service prior to completion of assigned network upgrades to avoid deferral of the start of transmission service.  Revenue requirements for network upgrades in consideration of interim redispatch will be determined in the final AFS.

· Option 3:  Reservations to Curtail 

This option is only applicable if the reservation period is deferred and curtailment of existing confirmed reservations is available.  The OASIS request remains in study mode through the next phase of the AFS.  The Customer agrees to provide a list of confirmed transmission requests to be considered for curtailment for interim service prior to completion of assigned network upgrades to avoid deferral of the start of transmission service.  Revenue requirements for network upgrades in consideration of interim request curtailment will be determined in the final AFS.
· Option 4:  Expedited Service Agreement

The OASIS request remains in study mode through the next phase of the AFS because the Customer agrees to reimburse the Transmission Provider and all affected Transmission Owner(s) for the costs of any network upgrades, as determined at the conclusion of the ATSS process.  The Customer agrees to invoke the terms and conditions defined in the OATT requesting an Expedited Service Agreement for the subject transmission service request.

(SPP OATT Section 19.8)

· Option 5:  Accept ATC
The OASIS request is accepted for Transmission Customer confirmation.  The Customer agrees to take and pay for the portion of the Available Transmission Capability (ATC), up to the requested amount that can be accommodated without assigning the cost of facilities upgrades to the Customer.  The Customer’s minimum allocated portion of ATC during the requested reservation period will be outlined.  Selection of this option will result in SPP accepting the request on OASIS, tendering a service agreement and completing the ATSS process for this request.
· Option 6:  Withdraw from Study

The Customer withdraws its request from the current ATSS.
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