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General 
Q1: Who should I contact if I have questions regarding Aggregate Transmission Service Studies? 
Q2: How can I stay up to date regarding Aggregate Transmission Service Studies posting? 

Q3: When does the open season study window close? 

Q4:  When will the next study be posted?
Q5:  When will the study be completed?
Posted Study Results 
Q6:  Why does my request impact this facility?
Q7:  Why is redispatch not available for this upgrade?
Q8:  What does “Accelerated” mean next to the upgrade name?
Q9:  Where does the upgrade “Solution” as noted in Table 4 come from?
Service 

Q10: Can I elect to start my service between my “Deferred Start Date” and “Deferred Start Date with redispatch”?
Q11: When can my service start? 

Q12: How do I get service to “bridge the gap” until long term service can begin? 
Q13: How do I get an interim redispatch agreement established to start service prior to completion of upgrades?  
Q14:  How can I get transmission service sooner since there is not a definite date the study will be complete? 

Q15: How can I request expedited service? 

Q16: What are my options if the start date for PTP service from the AG study does not line up with my needed start date based on power supply contracts?
OASIS 

Q17: How long does a customer have to confirm an OASIS request once it has been accepted by SPP?  

Q18: If I put my request in earlier than another customer, will that make my costs different? 
Q19: Who should I contact if I have questions about source/sink registration issues on OASIS? 

NITS Application and Attestation
Q20: Does each OASIS request require a separate NITS application?
Q21: What, if anything on the NITS application can be eliminated?
Q22: When is a NITS customer required to provide the signed attestation statement regarding DNR ownership/purchase per OATT 29.2 requirements?
Cost Causers
Q23: Can you provide an example of when a customer is considered a cost causer? 

Q24: If a customer elects to take the available ATC during “cost causing” study iterations would they be levied with cost causing charges?
Base Plan Funding  

Q25: If the total estimated E & C for a service upgrade is $100K or less does it count against my safe harbor calculation for base plan funding?
Q26: How is BPF spread across upgrades?
Q27: Does it matter where wind generation is located in terms of any potential direct assignment of upgrade costs per Attachment J of the SPP OATT?
Cost / Pricing  

Q28: Do we have to continue to pay for short term transmission service once the long term service is confirmed?
Q29:  If my PTP rate is higher then my Upgrade Revenue Requirements what is my cost obligation?
Q30: How is base plan funding of upgrades determined? 

Q31: How are revenue requirements of upgrades determined?  

Q32: How do Transmission Owners recover their costs? Is it via a lump sum or revenue over time?  

Upgrade Revenue Crediting 
Q33:  Can I receive credits paid back to me on the upgrade assigned?
Q34:  The study posting indicates that I must pay credits for certain network upgrades. What is the dollar amount?
General 
Q1: Who should I contact if I have questions regarding Aggregate Transmission Service Studies? 
A1:  If you have questions regarding the Aggregate Transmission Service Studies you should contact an Area Expert, a listing can be found by clicking on the following link. Transmission Services Studies Area Experts 

Q2: How can I stay up to date regarding Aggregate Transmission Service Studies posting? 

A2: In order to receive pertinent information regarding study postings and general announcements you may join the SPP Aggregate Studies Exploder as outlined below.
To join the exploder:



Go to Exploder


Fill out the form with your information



Select “SPP Aggregate Studies Exploder”


Then click the “Subscribe” button
Q3: When does the open season study window close? 

A3:  The Aggregate Transmission Service Study process commences with the initiation of an open season, open seasons are 4 months in duration and close on January 31st, May 31st and September 30th respectively. 
Q4:  When will the next study be posted?

A4:  Approximately 60 days from the close of the open season window or 75 days from the last iterative study posting. The next study to be posted can be found on the following link Upcoming Aggregate Study Posting
Q5:  When will the study be completed?

A5:  A study is completed when there are no prior studies outstanding, no unresolved third party issues and if 100% of customers who are participating in the study elect to “remain in” when responding to the Letter of Intent.
Posted Study Results 

Q6:  Why does my request impact this facility?

A6:  The upgrade solution is the optimal Aggregate solution after considering all customers.  Your request had at least a 3% TDF on the limitation that is relieved by the upgrade and also a positive impact on the upgrade itself.

Q7:  Why is redispatch not available for this upgrade?

A7:  Redispatch is not calculated for voltage or third party limitations. Feasible pairs can not be determined for flowgates requiring upgrades; meaning the required redispatch of the units would greatly exceed the capabilities of the incremental and decremental units due to not having a significant counterflow impact on the flowgate determined by the generator shift factor.  
Q8:  What does “Accelerated” mean next to the upgrade name?

A8:  The project was moved up in time from an earlier need date. The customer will be allocated any costs associated with accelerating the upgrade subject to base plan funding consideration.
Q9:  Where does the upgrade “Solution” as noted in Table 4 come from?

A9:  SPP staff, in conjunction with the applicable Transmission Owners, determines the optimal set of solutions to reduce the overall costs for the study group and reliably provide the requested service in a timely manner.
Service 

Q10:  Can I elect to start my service between my “Deferred Start Date” and “Deferred Start Date with redispatch”?
A10: No, SPP is obligated to provide the requested service as soon as available. If the service is PTP service, extension of commencement of service may be an option per OATT section 17.7.
Q11: When can my service start? 

A11: Service may begin at the conclusion of a study if there are no prior studies outstanding, no unresolved third party issues and if 100% of customers who are participating in the study elect to “remain in” when responding to the Letter of Intent. Other options when responding to the Letter of Intent are to elect to accept the available ATC. If this option is chosen you may exit the Aggregate Transmission Service Study process and begin service at the date posted in that particular study iteration.. And finally, if you elect Expedited Service you may begin service at the date posted in that particular study iteration however you will have to remain in the Aggregate Transmission Service Study process and agree to pay for any and all Network Upgrades which are identified at the studies conclusion.   
Q12: How do I get service to “bridge the gap” until long term service can begin? 
A12: Interim short term service may be requested as noted in Business Practice 2.16 of the Open Access Transmission Tariff Business Practices which can be accessed by clicking on the following link Business Practices
Q13: How do I get an interim redispatch agreement established to start service prior to completion of upgrades?  
A13:  Contact the generation owners of the units located in the pair or pairs you are looking to redispatch for the appropriate relief needed and construct a written and signed agreement indicating the generation owner agrees to the posted redispatch the customer is requesting to have at their disposal in the event the flowgate occurs for the season or seasons identified. The agreement should provide the redispatch pairs agreed upon with the generation owner.
Q14:  How can I get transmission service sooner since there is not a definite date the study will be complete? 

A14:   Interim short term service may be requested as noted in Business Practice 2.16 of the Open Access Transmission Tariff Business Practices which can be accessed by clicking on the following link  Business Practices  Another alternative would be to request Expedited Service when responding the Letter of Intent.
Q15: How can I request expedited service? 

A15: Expedited service may be requested by checking the “Expedited Service” check box on the Letter of Intent.  If you elect Expedited Service you may begin service at the date posted in that particular study iteration however you will have to remain in the Aggregate Transmission Service Study process and agree to pay for any and all Network Upgrades which are identified at the studies conclusion.   
Q16: What are my options if the start date for PTP service from the AG study does not line up with my needed start date based on power supply contracts?

A16: OATT section 17.7 can be utilized for PTP extension of commencement of service.

OASIS 

Q17: How long does a customer have to confirm an OASIS request once it has been accepted by SPP?  

A17: 15 calendar days

Q18: If I put my request in earlier than another customer, will that make my costs different? 
A18:  No, all requests in the same study are cost allocated as a group regardless of queue order.
Q19: Who should I contact if I have questions about source/sink registration issues on OASIS? 

A19: Contact the SPP Tariff Administration desk by phone 501-614-3247 or via email TariffAdmin@spp.org to accommodate this request.
NITS Application and Attestation 
Q20: Does each OASIS request require a separate NITS application?
A20: Yes.
Q21: What, if anything on the NITS application can be eliminated?
A21: For study purposes, the NITS application template lists the data requirements exceptions.
Q22: When is a NITS customer required to provide the signed attestation statement regarding DNR ownership/purchase per OATT 29.2 requirements?

A22: At the time of application for NITS service.  The customer may also be required to provide another attestation at the time of confirmation of the OASIS request if a new term of service is required at the completion of the study.

Cost Causers

Q23. Can you provide an example of when a customer is considered a cost causer? 

A23.  In the first study iteration customers are charged per MW.  For any subsequent study iteration, customers who withdraw are considered cost causers absent an exemption and therefore bear the cost of the subsequent study up to a cap of $35,000 (or $2000 if only a re-allocation of costs is needed). Any remaining costs of the study above the cost causer cap are shared by the customers who remained in the study. Exemptions include cost assigned in excess of the Safe Harbor Limit or costs in excess of the Point-to Point Base Rate. See Attachment J of the SPP OATT for details. 
Q24. If a customer elects to take the available ATC during “cost causing” study iterations would they be levied with cost causing charges?

A24. No 

Base Plan Funding  
Q25: If the total estimated E & C for a service upgrade is $100K or less does it count against my safe harbor calculation for base plan funding?

A25: No, if the request qualifies for base plan funding, then the upgrade costing $100K or less would be assigned to the Base Plan Zonal ATRR. However this calculation is subject to Attachment J of the SPP OATT true up if in fact the E & C exceeds $100K.

Q26: How is BPF spread across upgrades?

A26. It is spread across all upgrades eligible for base plan funding on a pro rata basis per Attachment J of the SPP OATT.

Q27: Does it matter where wind generation is located in terms of any potential direct assignment of upgrade costs per Attachment J of the SPP OATT?

A27: No. It is the location of the POD or load that is the determinant for the 1/3 direct assignment for upgrades assigned outside the zone of the POD.
Cost / Pricing 

Q28: Do we have to continue to pay for short term transmission service once the long term service is confirmed?

A28:  No, short term service can be recalled once the long term service is confirmed. Contact the SPP Tariff Administration desk by phone 501-614-3247 or via email TariffAdmin@spp.org to accommodate this request.
Q29:  If my PTP rate is higher then my Upgrade Revenue Requirements what is my cost obligation?
A29:  The customer pays the higher of either the Revenue Requirements or the Point to Point base rate in effect at the time. 
Q30: How is base plan funding of upgrades determined? 

A30: Per the requirements specified in Attachment J of the SPP OATT.
Q31: How are revenue requirements of upgrades determined?  
A31: Levelized Revenue requirements for service upgrades are based on the revenue stream required to fully compensate the transmission owner over the life of the facility. It includes Weighted Average Cost of Capital as a discount factor, depreciation, taxes, O&M and other applicable fixed charge rates.
Q32: How do Transmission Owners recover their costs? Is it via a lump sum or revenue over time?  
A32: For customer direct assignment costs, the revenue requirements are recoverable on a monthly basis over the term of the requested service. This value is subject to true up based on updated or final costs.
Upgrade Revenue Crediting 
Q33:  Can I receive credits paid back to me on the upgrade assigned?

A33:  Yes, if it meets the criteria per Attachment Z2 of the SPP OATT. 

 “Transmission Customers paying Directly Assigned Upgrade Costs for Service Upgrades or that are in excess of the Safe Harbor Cost Limit for Network Upgrades associated with new or changed Designated Resources and Project Sponsors paying Directly Assigned Upgrade Costs for Sponsored Upgrades shall receive revenue credits in accordance with Attachment Z2. Generation Interconnection Customers paying for Network Upgrades shall receive credits for new transmission service using the facility as specified in Attachment Z1.” 
Q34:  The study posting indicates that I must pay credits for certain network upgrades. What is the dollar amount?

A34:   The credit tracking and cost calculation methodology is to be determined by the Credit Process Task Force.
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